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method, both inductive and deductive, with no heavy line of demarcation 
between them. The second part describes certain interesting ' supple- 
mentary methods ' connected with statistics. And in the third part, ques- 
tions that deal with the nature of scientific systems as systems are con- 
sidered. The treatment throughout is clear and concise, and the theory 
well illustrated. Examples and questions connected with the student's 
interests as well as with more technical science are given at the end of each 
chapter, though there are hardly enough of these -to admit of much varia- 
tion in a course from year to year. At the end of the book come three 
longer examples of classic pieces of complex scientific reasoning. 

The significant points in the range of subject matter are : (i) the intro- 
duction early in the course of an analysis of the nature of perception as the 
source from which we get our facts ; (2) the entire omission of any further 
analysis of the reasoning process ; (3) the explicit setting-aside of all con- 
sideration of such theories as Karl Pearson's for instance, as to the relation 
of the external world to our scientific laws, except for assertions that the 
laws science discovers are the laws of things ; (4) the discussion of certain 

* extra-syllogistic ' reasoning, notably that found in mathematical induction 
and in the use of figures in geometry ; (5) a more detailed analysis of sta- 
tistical method than is often given, supplemented by a short illustrated dis- 
cussion of ' The Graphic Method of Representing Data and their Relations ' ; 
and (6) the comparison of mathematics, science, and history as systems of 
knowledge. 

One's judgment of the value of these discussions and omissions would 
need more justification than a short notice allows. The analysis of the 
nature of perception seems to me, for instance, particularly valuable, but 
chiefly because it suggests the very theory I understand Mr. Jones to deny, 
the subjective character of even the simplest forms of knowledge. As 

* An Introduction to Scientific Method ' I wish that the book might make 

more direct reference to the use of biographies of investigators where we 

have live and significant inductions actually in process, and where the use 

of any definite methods appears a characteristic no more fundamental than 

the slow growth of law out of repeated attempts to conceive as well as 

challenge all possible explanations. 

Frances H. Rousmaniere. 
Smith College. 
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